DUMP IT IN MONGOLIA!
Another solution to the problem of what to do with all the radioactive nuclear waste the nuclear industry keeps on producing that as been arrived at by the US and Japan is to dump it in Mongolia!

On 18th July the Japanese Mainichi Daily News reported on a draft Japanese-US-Mongolian agreement over the creation of a “nuclear fuel production and spent nuclear fuel disposal cycle”.  Under this agreement Mongolia would be helped to export uranium fuel to other countries such as the United Arab Emirates in return for the disposal on its own soil of spent fuel.  The agreement calls for US assistance to Mongolia to “cover all aspects of the fuel cycle, including supplying, converting, and enriching uranium” and mentions the International Atomic Energy Agency as possibly providing technical support to Mongolia in developing used fuel storage facilities there.
The US administration is meanwhile arranging to get rid of weapons-grade plutonium by converting it into MoX fuel and then sending this to Russia.

On 14th July it was reported on the Global Security Newswire that Russia and the US had the previous day signed an updated Plutonium Management and Disposition Agreement which requires to eliminate at least 34 metric tons of processed plutonium each - enough fissile material to fuel roughly 17,000 nuclear warheads.  

To carry out the US part of the agreement, the US Energy Department is supervising the building of three plants at the Savannah River Site, South Carolina, including the « Mixed-Oxide Fuel Fabrication Facility » that would convert plutonium into MoX fuel.  For its part, Russia is required to build a fast-breeder to burn the MoX fuel produced by both countries and the US to pay some $400 million to Russia towards the cost of the project.    

NOT TILL 2020
The Daily Telegraph reported on 21st July that “it is understood that British officials are now working on the assumption that new nuclear will not arrive in the UK until after 2020”.  (2018 has been promised.)  It says delays are partly due to reviews of the reactor's design and safety features required following Fukushima.
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NEXT GENERAL PLANNING MEETING
Monday September 5th, 7pm at the CND office; address above.
NEXT NUCLEAR TRAIN STALL
Saturday September 17th, 11am-1pm, outside Wembley Central station.  Protest against nuclear trains going through West London and the Wembley Olympic Site.  Leafletting, information, petitioning, banners, etc.  Come and help.
“OLYMPICS HALTS NUCLEAR TRAINS”
This was the front page headline on the July 21st edition of the Hackney Gazette.  The report went on to report that the company running trains carrying highly-radioactive “spent” nuclear fuel rods through the Olympic Park in East London, Direct Rail Services (DRS), had “confirmed” that these trains would be “suspended” during the Olympics, “following discussions with the Olympic Delivery Authority and Magnox Ltd., which manages the nuclear plants [including Sizewell in Suffolk where the nuclear trains that go through the Park come from].”

This is seen as a great victory by the Nuclear Trains’ Action Group (NTAG), which has campaigned for over two years to get the trains stopped at least during the Olympics and to get the authorities to put all our minds at rest by acknowledging that they would be stopped then.  In the end it was the chief reporter of the Gazette, Chloë Mayer, prompted by our group, who extracted the admission from DRS. 

Our main concern has been that the trains would represent a tempting

target during the Olympics, because if a terrorist attack managed to break open the “flasks” containing the rods, high-level radiation would be released that would kill thousands of people downwind in a built-up area or an area where large crowds had gathered and require mass evacuation.

Thus it was very sensible of the authorities to decide to suspend the trains.  Not that they are admitting that suspending the trains has anything to do with security concerns.  Oh dear me, no!  The Gazette reports that DRS “stressed the decision [to suspend the trains] had nothing to do with terrorist fears, explaining it was designed to free up space for more passenger trains because of the increased demand during the nine-week period of the Olympics and Paralympics”.

Baloney!  Since only one nuclear train a week normally runs (or at most two), suspending them would hardly free up much space.  Also they could be run in the middle of the night, when presumably there will be little demand for extra passenger trains during the Olympics.  It also seems that other freight trains will continue to run, though “Freight will be scheduled so as to release capacity for passenger trains.” (Statement by DRS representative at a meeting of the “Transport Liaison Consultative Group” of Waltham Forest Council.)

NTAG has also campaigned to get nuclear trains stopped from going through the Olympic Park in the period before the Olympics as terrorists might be tempted to attack the trains by the Olympic Park as a successful attack would require evacuation of a considerable area for months or years and thus most likely put paid to the possibility of holding the 2012 Olympics at Stratford.  No nuclear trains had in fact been spotted coming from Sizewell since April 19th, whereas before that two-a-week were being regularly spotted, so we hoped the authorities had indeed decided to not resume them till after the Games. 

No such luck!  On 12th August, our spotter in Suffolk reported spotting a nuclear train pulling one flask from Sizewell at 3.50pm.  When we alerted the Hackney Gazette the reporter, Chloë Mayer, immediately contacted DRS who agreed that nuclear trains had not been running on the route since April but said this was not a “suspension”, DRS was simply “prioritising fuel shipments from other sites.”  What this clearly indicates is that yet again Sellafield cannot deal with the amount of fuel rods needing to be sent to it for processing and is keeping the spent fuel rods in SELLAFIELD MoX PLANT SCRAPPED
On 3rd August, the mixed oxide fuel fabrication (MoX) plant at Sellafield was closed.  This puts an end to an enterprise that was supposed to help deal with the problem of the large amount of high-level radioactive waste building up at Sellafield as a result of re-processing spent fuel rods.

Re-processing essentially separates the highly-radioactive plutonium from the uranium in the rods.  Once, plutonium was seen as a valuable resource for use in thermonuclear bombs, but there is now a world-wide glut of the plutonium.  What to do with the plutonium building up at Sellafield?  It was decided it could be recycled in the form of MoX fuel, a combination of uranium and plutonium oxides, which could be used as fuel in the “fast-breeder” reactors that were being developed and so a plant was built at Sellafield to produce this fuel.

However, the enterprise proved disastrous for two related reasons: the MoX plant was never got to function efficiently and the market for MoX fuel withered with the abandonment of plans for fast-breeder reactors.

The Sellafield MoX plant’s inefficiency almost beggars belief: it cost the taxpayer £1.3 billion to build and run and it was meant  to produce 120 tonnes of the reactor fuel each year, but since it began operation in 2002 it has managed to produce only 13.8 tonnes altogether.

The only major contract it had was for turning plutonium from Japan into MoX fuel to be shipped back to Japan.  As a result of the closure Sellafield will be left with about 13 tonnes of Japanese plutonium out of 110 tonnes of the stuff at Sellafield altogether.  Meanwhile on Aug 2nd a shipment of high-level radioactive waste left Sellafield bound for Japan.  It is the second of 11 such shipments planned to repatriate waste left over after reprocessing. 

Since Fukushima, Japan has little interest in MoX fuel: one of the reactors at Fukushima that melted down was adapted to use MoX fuel and in the wake of the disaster it was announced that the Japanese government was considering closing down for good Japan’s only functioning fast breeder reactor, at Monju, which has been plagued with problems and accidents for most of its 24-year existence.

It is at this juncture that voices in the government, the nuclear industry and in the Sellafield area are having the gall to call for a new MoX plant to be built at Sellafield to deal with the problem of the plutonium mountain there, make money(!) and maintain local jobs.

closed-down Magnox nuclear stations such as Sizewell so it can continue to send them from ones that are still functioning so spent fuel rods can be removed from them to make space for fresh rods.

What next for NTAG?

We clearly now have to return to Stratford to demand that the decision to resume nuclear trains in the period leading up to the Olympics be reversed for the above reasons.
We will also turn our attention to Wembley Central through which nuclear trains from Dungeness run.  It is near Wembley Stadium and the Wembley Arena, both of which will be Olympic venues, so we will argue that if the trains are too dangerous to be allowed near Olympic events at Stratford, they are too dangerous to be allowed near Olympic events at Wembley.
Longer term we must campaign to get all nuclear trains stopped from going through London on the grounds that if they are too dangerous for Olympic athletes and spectators, they are too dangerous for Londoners!

“VICTORY” DEMO AT STRATFORD
The revelation in the same week’s Hackney Gazette that nuclear trains would be suspended during the Olympics changed the complexion of our planned demonstration at Stratford on July 23rd.

It was only a partial victory – we want the trains to be stopped altogether, particularly through built-up areas, not just during the Olympics – but we decided to call it a “Victory Demonstration” nevertheless.  It at least allowed us to inform the good folk of Stratford that there was no longer the danger of a terrorist attack on a nuclear train in their area during the Olympics.
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So, with this changed emphasis, the demo proceeded as planned.  We started with an information stall and leafletting at Highbury & Islington Station, then a group took a train along the line used by nuclear trains from Sizewell to busy Dalston Kingsland Station where we leafleted outside the station.  Meanwhile the stall and other demonstrators went direct to Stratford along the line to start information giving and leafletting there.  Police were both omnipresent and helpful and one actually carried our heavy stall through Stratford Station tunnel!  After being joined by the demonstrators from Dalston, together with members of five London peace choirs we held a rally from steps alongside the station and a symbolic die-in at their foot.  The rally was chaired by Mary Flanagan, Chair of NTAG, and the speakers were Shahrar Ali, Green Party candidate for the London Assembly, Martyn Lowe of Kick Nuclear and Tawanda of Action East End.  Speeches were interspersed with suitable songs from the choir.

Rather disappointingly only three people took part in the die-in, but to compensate they were attended by no less than two “grim reapers” and Tigger with an intimidating radiation mask and a bleeping Geiger counter.

Again the Hackney Gazette did us proud, with a photo of demonstrators outside Dalston Kingsland on the front page and another photo and report by Chloë on an inside page.  This helpfully quoted Mary saying at the rally, “If they can stop the trains for foreign tourists during the Olympics, why won’t they stop them for the rest of us, who actually live here, with the risk all year long.”  To cap it all, a letter from Kate Hudson welcoming the suspension of the trains and calling for them to be suspended for good was published as “lead letter” on the letters’ page.  (CND had issued a press release on these lines.)   There were also reports in other papers including the Ilford Gazette and the Islington Tribune.  
     David Polden.






