Protestors camped from the Friday near the existing stations at the site, Hinkley “A”, already closed, and Hinkley “B”, due to be closed in 2016.  Preparation work for Hinkley “C” is underway in spite of the fact that the new station has yet to be officially given the go-ahead by the government.

Over the weekend workshops and discussions were held and on Saturday a march in the nearby town of Bridgwater was organised.  About 150 people marched through the town with banners and placards to the regional offices of Hinkley C contractors EDF Energy in the centre of the town.  

The leading banner read "Stop New Nuclear" and was carried right across the road, stopping traffic.  Two protesters dressed as the grim reaper carried a large banner saying: “Nuclear energy: the death of a safe, affordable future.  Boycott EDF.”  
After the march, a rally in the Cornhill shopping area was addressed by speakers from anti-nuclear groups, including Stop Hinkley, CND and Greenpeace France, who pointed out the dangers of nuclear power and the preferable alternatives. 
The weekend of protest culminated at 7am on Monday morning with a blockade of the gates of Hinkley B, up to 400-strong, with participants from all over the country, from Wales, Ireland, Germany and Belgium.  The blockade then continued unbroken for nine hours, with numerous colourful banners, street theatre re-creating a Fukushima-type evacuation and music from a Welsh choir and Seize the Day.   
EDF said essential staff had been bussed in before the start of the blockade and that the plant had continued to produce electricity, but the blockade must have been a serious inconvenience and maintaining a solid blockade for nine hours was certainly a great symbolic success.  

At noon there was a minute’s silence followed by a release of 206 environmentally-dubious helium balloons bearing nuclear hazard signs – 206 being the days since the Fukushima disaster – and their flight in the wind represented the direction radioactive particles would travel in the event of a Fukushima-type disaster at Hinkley.
There was very strong local media coverage and some national coverage: on ITV, in the Independent and on the online Guardian, Daily Telegraph, Morning Star and Reuters.  

WEIGHTMAN WHITEWASH?
The final report on the lessons from the Fukushima disaster by Mike Weightman, the government’s Chief Inspector of Nuclear Installations was published on October 11th.

The report points to 38 “lessons” that can be learned by the UK from the disaster.  These include: the reliance on off-site infrastructure such as the electrical grid supply in extreme events, emergency response arrangements, layout of plant, risks associated with flooding, planning controls around nuclear facilities and prioritising safety reviews.  

In spite of these apparently rather fundamental concerns, the report concludes complacently that “our UK nuclear facilities have no fundamental safety weaknesses…If the areas of concern raised in the light of the Fukushima are addressed, the industry will be even safer”.

Nuclear expert John Large questioned why aircraft crashes had not been considered and said that security issues had been glossed over. “Fukushima was a gift to terrorists. They now know how vulnerable these reactors are. The real gap is that UK reactors would not survive more than an hour without power.  I fear the regulator has just fallen into line with government.”  

Nuclear Free Local Authorities in its immediate response to the report found:

· A “key incongruence…between some of the extensive and detailed recommendations in the report placed on the nuclear industry and Government and…the extrapolated conclusions that there was actually little to worry about for the UK nuclear industry and the new nuclear build project by the Fukushima disaster”.
· A recommendation in the report seeks a review of the “probabilistic risk assessment” model used by all nuclear regulatory authorities.  The NFLA believes there is a need for a “complete overhaul” of this model which “seriously underestimated the potential for a catastrophic and unexpected failure such as Fukushima”.
·  “Serious concerns over the safety of the European Pressurised Reactor (EPR) design following reports from the French nuclear safety regulator and a thorough analysis of its safety weaknesses by Dr Helmut Hirsch for Greenpeace International.” 
· “The lack of any substantial consideration of the effects of the incident on land, marine and airborne radioactive discharges and contamination...  The NFLA commissioned the independent marine pollution consultant Tim Deere-Jones to develop some of these issues into a detailed 26-page annex as part of its final submission to the Weightman review. This is one of the submissions which are not on the ONR website, despite the NFLA receiving assurances that it would be fully considered by the ONR.”
·  “The need for a much more detailed, national, open and transparent review of UK nuclear emergency planning arrangements in reference to evacuation zones and distances, qualified and trained personnel and effective communications, and the real concerns…over significant flooding of coastal nuclear sites. The NFLA believe that the ONR should be recommending that such a review is required not just in areas containing nuclear sites, but across all local authority areas where nuclear materials are transported on a regular basis [editor’s emphasis].  With this in mind, the NFLA have sent detailed questionnaires to UK local authority emergency planning units, as well as local and regional resilience forums…” 
·  “It remains far too early to be making the assumptions on nuclear safety contained in the report, given that the Fukushima incident is still not under full control yet.”

SELLAFIELD SHIPMENT UNSAFE
In 2000, it was discovered that supposed safety data on nuclear MoX (Mixed Oxide) fuel sent from Sellafield to Japan had actually been made up and the Japanese Government demanded that the waste be returned.
In what seems a repeat attempt by Sellafield to upset its Japanese customers, it has been reported that three canisters of vitrified highly-radioactive waste (HLW) recently shipped from Sellafield to Japan have been found to have surface levels of beta and gamma radiation breaching acceptance levels of 4 Bequerels per square centimetre – in one case almost 50 times over this limit.  (The shipment was in August and consisted of 40 tonnes of the vitrified waste in 76 canisters.  It was carried through the Panama Canal and across the Pacific aboard the Pacific Grebe on its maiden commercial voyage.)
NUCLEAR TRAINS
The monthly mailing of the “Nuclear Trains Action Group” of London Region CND
NTAG, Mordechai Vanunu House, 162 Holloway Road, London N7 8DQ; Tel. 020-7607 2302.
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NEXT GENERAL PLANNING MEETING
Monday November 7th, 7pm at the CND office; address above.
NEXT NUCLEAR TRAIN STALL
Saturday November 26th, 11am-1pm, outside Wembley Central station.  Protest against nuclear trains going through Wembley (where Olympic events will be held).  Leafletting, information, petitioning, banners, etc.  Come and help.
HINKLEY BLOCKADE SUCCESS
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	Over the first weekend of October a series of protests took place at Hinkley Point in Somerset over plans for a new generation of nuclear power stations in the UK.  Hinkley Point is being lined up to host the first of these.








