the UK government about radiation leaks (and also, ironically, to the Japanese about safety data on MoX fuel sent to Japan).


 The most blatant lie is that low radiation levels pose no risk.  A few years ago the National Radiological Protection Board finally had to admit that there is no minimum safe dose of radiation.  Yet governments are still reassuring the public with this lie, and the media are still reporting it as gospel truth.  Another fault of the press is confusing radiation levels with total dose accumulated over time.  The Evening Standard reassured its readers that the level at Fukushima was now way below that of an X-ray, completely ignoring the fact that patients are exposed to X-rays for only a fraction of a second, not for hours, days or years.  There is also the false logic of “dilute and pollute” used by the nuclear industry, when in fact the same total radiation is likely to account for a similar number of deaths no matter how diluted it is.  Radioactive materials are not like other toxic substances, and it is crass to think them the same.


Equally misleading is the reporting that no deaths have occurred from the Fukushima accident.  But many of the health effects, such as cancer, do not show up for 10 or 20 years, or in children born to exposed parents.  Some of the media are still reporting the Chernobyl death toll as 31 (the number killed immediately), but even official ‘western’ reports put this in the thousands, and nearly a million in a recent Russian one.


How can we trust anything which the nuclear industry, government or the media say, when in all these there is a culture of arrogance and misinformation?  The industry is interested in making profits, the government in keeping control and stifling dissent, the media in selling advertising and not upsetting the status quo.


Currently nuclear power is being promoted as carbon-free.  This is another lie. The industry, government and media focus on just the nuclear power stations and ignore the rest of the nuclear fuel chain.  Perhaps politicians and the media imagine uranium is dug up and burnt like coal?  In fact a large amount of fossil fuel and electricity has to be put into construction, uranium mining, transport, fuel enrichment, fuel fabrication, reprocessing, decommissioning and long-term storage of radioactive waste.    The lie is being promoted in order to justify the building of more nuclear power stations, as “needed” not as economic - which they have never been.


The most important early lesson from Fukushima is: Don't trust industry; don't trust government; don't trust the mainstream media.

David Milner, Nuclear Trains Action Group.

How bad is it going to get?
Having claimed for a full month that the seriousness of the Fukushima accident was a level 5 on the international scale of 1-7 by which the seriousness of nuclear disasters is measured, Japanese officials on 11th April raised the level to the maximum level 7, a level only ever given previously to the Chernobyl disaster in 1986.  This was because, it was explained, that it had been found that after the accident the Fukushima plant released 10,000 terabecquerels of iodine-131 for several hours and level 7 accidents are defined as events releasing tens of thousands of terabecquerels. 

This is perhaps an example of another technique used by the nuclear industry to confuse the public – blinding with science.  How many people have any idea what a “terabecquerel” is?

Japan’s Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency commented in connection with the raising to level 7 that, “to date, Fukushima has released only about 10% of the total radiation released 25 years ago at Chernobyl, or about 1.8 million terabecquerels”.  10% sounds bad enough to your editor, but any reassurance that might be gleaned from this comment was undercut a day later when an official from the Tokyo Electric Power Company who run Fukushima said, “The radiation leak has not stopped completely and our concern is that the amount of leakage could eventually reach that of Chernobyl or exceed it. »
One major difference from Chernobyl is that at Fukushima there has not been an explosion of the size of that at Chernobyl which sent large amounts of radioactive material into the upper atmosphere and from there it blew all over the globe.  This coupled with the fact that the prevailing winds in Japan blow out over the Pacific means that the effects in the rest of the world have been much less.  In Japan the situation is very different, with high contamination of a considerable area around the stricken plant both on land and in the sea.  Also four reactors may well be leaking radiation, as against one at Chernobyl, which means the potential leakage is much greater.
Another difference seems to be that the authorities in Japan evacuated the area around the plant much quicker than happened with Chernobyl.  However the area of evacuation has been progressively increased to an evacuation zone of 20 kilometres in radius (requiring the evacuation of some 200,000 people) and with an extension zone around it up to 30 km in which people are supposed to stay indoors with doors and windows shut.  The most recent extension was on 12th April when areas of high radiation outside the exclusion zone were additionally evacuated.  Meanwhile the US recommends its citizens to observe an 80km exclusion zone.  Moreover, as at Chernobyl, the evacuation will not be a temporary one as the area around the plant will remain contaminated by high radiation levels for a long time.
Nuclear power no thanks?

In spite of much huffing and puffing from nuclear apologists plans around the world, plans for a new “renaissance” for nuclear power are under jeopardy.

As usual, Germany leads the way in this field.    The German Government reacted immediately to the disaster by shutting down its seven oldest nuclear power stations “temporarily”and ordering safety checks on all German plants; it later scrapped plans to extend the lives of its existing power stations and then after demonstrations all over Germany on March 26th calling for an immediate close-down of all nuclear power stations and involving some quarter million protestors, the German Secretary of State for the Environment announced on April 5th that all German nuclear power stations would be shut down by 2020.
On March 14th, Switzerland announced that it had suspended plans to replace its ageing nuclear power plants.  The following day the European Union reached agreement to conduct “stress tests” on the continent's 153 nuclear reactors, looking at whether they could resist earthquakes, tsunamis and terrorist attacks.  In the light of this agreement, Italy’s Council of Ministers approved a moratorium of at least one year on construction of nuclear power plants in the country.  It had been previously looking to restart its long-abandoned nuclear programme.  

In the UK government plans to go ahead with building at some nine new nuclear power stations were delayed for at least three months when the decision as to whether to pass as safe the two designs under consideration for construction in the UK was delayed from this June for consideration of the implications of Fukushima.  The US and China have suspended the approval process for new nuclear power stations so that safety standards can be re-examined, while Russia is ordering a safety review.


                       David Polden
BRILLIANT BOYCOTT EDF ACTION
The group “Boycott EDF” managed to close down all four lanes of the A302 outside the HQ of EDF (Electricité de France) on 12th April for seven hours in a demonstration against UK plans for new nuclear power stations.  EDF is to build many of the planned new nuclear power stations in the UK.
The group managed this by first closing the road at 7.30am using road closure signs and wearing high-visibility jackets and then erecting two tripods, one each side of the road and two of their number climbing up on these tripods and holding between them a large banner announcing “Nuclear Disaster Area: Boycott EDF” and another saying, “No More Fukushimas”.  It was till after 2.15am that the police got the two down by erecting their own towers alongside the tripods, and then arrested them.  The road was only then reopened.  

For brilliant video of event, see: www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPhJwp4WZfQ
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NEXT GENERAL PLANNING MEETING
Monday May 16th, 7pm at the CND office; address above.
NEXT NUCLEAR TRAINS AND OLYMPICS GROUP MEETING
Friday May 6th, 7pm:  - also at CND office.

NEXT NUCLEAR TRAIN STALLS
Saturday May 14th, 11am-1pm, at the Clocktower in Harlesden at the junction of Station Road and High Street Harlesden NW10.  Protest at nuclear trains going through nearby Willesden Junction.  Leafletting, information, petitioning, banners, etc.  Come and help.
Saturday June 4th, 11am-1pm, outside Stratford station.  Protest against nuclear trains going through Stratford and the Olympic Site.  Leafletting, information, petitioning, banners, etc.  Come and help.
FUKUSHIMA
A lesson from Fukushima

The crisis at the Fukushima nuclear power plant is far from over, but what can we learn in the meantime?  The nuclear industry lied, the government lied, the media lied.  Japan is no different from other countries in this respect: the same lies about nuclear issues are propagated in the UK, the USA and elsewhere.


The Tokyo Electric Power Company, which runs the plant at Fukushima, gave false information to the Japanese government, not only about the present disaster but on previous occasions.  Similarly, BNFL have lied to






