Saturday July 23rd this year (a year before the Games are due to start.)

We would like more people and groups to be involved in organising this event, so do try to come along to our next meeting, on Thursday 24th February, 7-9pm, at the CND Office, 162 Holloway Road N7 8DQ (Nearest tube: Holloway Road.  Come out of the station and turn right.  The CND Office is about 150 yards down Holloway Road on the opposite side of the road.  There is a nuclear disarmament symbol on the door.)  Refreshments provided.
If you can’t make this meeting, but would like to be involved or kept informed, please let us know – contact details on masthead.
WHY WE WANT THESE TRAINS STOPPED DURING THE OLYMPICS 

The problem is, as NTAG sees it, that these trains represent an ideal terrorist target in the vicinity of the Olympic site since: 1) an attack which succeeded in breaching the flask would release high-level radiation which, in an area such as East London, would, according to reputable nuclear scientists, kill thousands of people downwind and require mass evacuation; 2) if carried out near the Olympic site during or before the Games it would constitute a terrorist publicity coup; 3) it is difficult to see how one could prevent any possibility of a missile being launched at the train from a building or undergrowth at the side of the track.

Yet, though the Government bangs on endlessly about the current high-level of terrorist risk, especially in relation to the transport network and to the Olympics, it refuses to take the quite specific risk posed by nuclear trains seriously.

If they did, it would be very simple to eliminate it by stopping the trains running through the site at least until the Olympics and Paralympics are over.  However, in spite of every effort to get the Government or other responsible body to say whether or not they intend to do this, no answer to this question has yet been vouchsafed.

Those asked have included the Mayor of London, the Government and the Olympic Delivery Authority.

After a badgering by the London Assembly member Darren Johnson (Green), Boris Johnson agreed in June 2010 to “ask TfL [Transport for London] to ascertain the factual position on nuclear trains during the games from Direct Rail Services”.  Yet it wasn’t till the end of January, in response to a further question from Darren, that he revealed that, “TfL has contacted Direct Rail Services, and also other rail industry parties concerning the factual position on nuclear waste trains. The relevant parties are considering the issue. TfL is not involved as these services are outside my jurisdiction; I have no remit here and will not be meeting Direct Rail Services.  TfL is waiting to hear the outcome.”  Boris clearly shows no interest in the result of the enquiry, though one would think he ought to be as it concerns the safety of Londoners.

In an attempt to pierce this veil of secrecy, Jeremy Corbyn MP has agreed to request an answer from the Government under the Freedom of Information Act.

NTAG suspects that this secrecy is either because the authorities intend the trains to continue during the Olympics and want to keep this secret, or (more likely) because they intend to stop the trains during the Olympics, but don’t want to announce this for fear of the response, “If Olympic athletes and spectators can’t be subjected to the risks posed by these trains, why should Londoners be at other times?”  

     David Polden.
BEFORE THE FLOOD
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By 7am on 2nd of February campaigners masked as fish locked themselves together across the entrance of Sizewell A and B to illustrate their claim that the nuclear operators and the Nuclear Installations Inspectorate (NII) have not taken the possibility of flooding and coastal erosion at the Sizewell plants into proper consideration, particularly in relation to plans for building a new nuclear reactor there and for storing radioactive waste at Sizewell until 2130.
At 10am, after blockading for three hours, the protestors released themselves.  There were no arrests.  See: http://stopnuclearpoweruk.net
NEW NUCLEAR SITE ALREADY RADIOACTIVE!
A new report by Chris Busby and Cecily Collingridge for Green Audit, presents analysis showing the presence of enriched uranium contamination on the site proposed for new nuclear reactors at Hinkley Point, Somerset.
Examining gamma spectroscopy radioactivity data tables that formed part of the Environment Impact Statement supplied by developers EDF Energy, it was possible to show that the 2² kilometre site contained approximately 10 tonnes of enriched uranium reactor fuel.  Uranium levels in soil samples were up to 4 times higher than average levels expected in the area as defined by Environment Agency reports.  Isotopic ratios for the two key components, U238 and U235, which should not deviate from the value in nature of 21.3, were found to be as low as 12.5 signalling enriched uranium reactor fuel.  Deep samples showed only much lower concentrations of natural uranium.   Both the concentration and the activity ratio trends with sample depth were significant, showing that the excess enriched uranium was on the surface and had been deposited from the air.  There also appeared to be a [declining] trend with distance from the sea; Hinkley Point is built on the coast.

The authors draw attention to the importance of this discovery for human health.  Earlier studies found increased rates of child and adult leukaemia, breast and other cancers, and infant mortality in Burnham-on-Sea downwind of the Hinkley Point site.  Studies worldwide have found excess child leukaemia near many nuclear sites. 
Prof Busby, Scientific Secretary of the European Committee on Radiation Risk, said: “These data are a revelation. Maybe it is Enriched Uranium that is the source of these health effects.  Curiously, Uranium is not routinely measured near nuclear power stations despite the fact that it is the fuel.  We know from United Nations’ publications that these power stations release large amount of radio-nuclides, including uranium, to the environment.  What this shows is that it does not harmlessly disperse, but it is in the air nearby to be inhaled by people who live there.” 
Cecily Collingridge, who lives nearby, and whose curiosity led to the study, said: “The first thing we must do is stop all work on the site. If this contamination becomes airborne, workers and local people can inhale atomic reactor fuel particles.  The origin of the enriched uranium must be independently investigated with more sampling and proper analysis”.
From a Green Audit Press Release, 12/2/11.  Report is on: www.llrc.org 
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NEXT GENERAL PLANNING MEETING
Monday March 7th, 7pm at the CND office; address above.

NEXT NUCLEAR TRAINS AND OLYMPICS GROUP MEETING
Thursday February 24th, 7pm:  - see overleaf, in box.
NEXT NUCLEAR TRAIN STALL
Saturday February 26th, 11am-1pm, outside Brixton tube station.  Protest against nuclear trains going over Brixton High Street just by the tube station.  Leafletting, information, petitioning, banners, etc.  Come and help.

Invitation to take part in organising a protest event in Stratford against nuclear waste trains being routed through the Olympic Games site.
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In July last year we held a successful rally, march and die-in outside Stratford Station to draw attention to this practice and try to get it stopped.  (See photo taken at last year’s action alongside.)

We are planning another such event on






