[image: image1.jpg]


Before the march arrived, during the die-in and for sometime after, we had a stall outside the station, dispensing information on nuclear power and nuclear trains.  At the same time about 1000 leaflets explaining the point of the demo were given out to the hordes of people thronging in and out of the station.



      The pity was that none of the local papers had bothered to send reporters or photographers to cover the event, in spite of being told about it in advance, and nothing appeared in any local paper, apart from the Hackney Citizen.  A conspiracy of silence? 

Photo: Dan Viesnik.

Thanks to everybody who helped with this event, particularly Sophie Bolt who organised placard-making, David Milner, who made the main banner for the event, helped make placards and organised the stall, Pat Allen, Kate Charteris and Mark Douglas who helped bring and take away the stall, the placards and a megaphone, Theatre of War, Jim Brann, who got hold of supplies of water, all the other stewards and the police for policing the demo in such a low-key, friendly and helpful way.




      David Polden.

NEW NUCLEAR DELAYED? 
On July 15th, Energy Minister Charles Hendry announced there will be a “re-consultation” of the Government’s Energy National Policy Statements (NPS).  This had originally been expected to be ready by the end of July, but Hendry has said it will not be ready until next spring when Parliament can debate it.  Nevertheless, the statement went on to claim that “plans for the first new nuclear power station to begin generating electricity by 2018 remain on course”.

Jim Duffy, Stop Hinkley coordinator, however, argues that since “The National Policy Statements are blueprints by which the newly created Infrastructure Planning Commission can judge applications for new nuclear power stations…Without the Policy Statements [having been finalised], it is difficult to see how the applications for nuclear power stations…can be scrutinised.”   Jim concludes that “the announcement throws the planning process into some confusion as there will be no list of nuclear sites with which developers such as EdF can line up their planning applications”.  
He goes on to argue that, “The text of the announcement suggests that the Government fears being challenged over aspects of the Policy Statements which may not be legally watertight.”  Jim points out that Friends of the Earth have promised to mount a legal challenge over the first NPS consultation framework and RSPB, the World Wildlife Fund and Greenpeace have all hinted strongly that aspects of the NPS were open to challenge. 

     www.stophinkley.org
CANCER STATISTICS REMAIN SECRET
On 30th May, Rob Edwards, writing in the Scottish paper, the Herald, reported that, “Scotland’s first, longest and most disputed Freedom of Information case has ended up keeping vital cancer statistics secret.”  The statistics in question are relevant to the question of possible links between childhood leukaemia and radioactive pollution.

Rob recounts that back in 2005, Michael Collie, a researcher for Green MSP Mr Balance, asked the Scottish Health Service for the annual incidence of childhood leukaemia in every census ward in Dumfries and Galloway from 1990 to 2003.  They wanted to test widespread suspicions that the debilitating and potentially fatal cancer could be caused by radioactive contamination. Plutonium from the Sellafield nuclear plant in Cumbria washes up on the Solway coast, and has been detected around the shoreline.

The health service, however, refused to release the information on the grounds that the small numbers of cases in particular areas might enable individual patients still alive to be identified.  So Collie lodged Scotland’s first Freedom of Information appeal with the office of Mr Dunion, Scotland’s first Information Commissioner, on 27th January 2005.

After a six-month investigation, Mr Dunion concluded that the information could be released in a way that would not identify individuals.  But the health service appealed to the Court of Session.

The Scottish court upheld Mr Dunion’s findings, but the health service then appealed again to the House of Lords in England.  In July 2008, five law lords concluded that Mr Dunion was wrong in law, and ordered him to rethink his decision.  They argued that the form in which the information would be released amounted to sensitive personal data that should be kept confidential under the 1998 Data Protection Act.

As a result Mr Dunion has conducted a second investigation, the results of which were sent to those involved last week. This time he agreed with the House of Lords, and ruled that the information as requested should not be released.  He did, however, order the health service to provide aggregated statistics for the whole Dumfries and Galloway Health Board area. 
Mr. Balance commented on the judgement:  “We wanted to test the hypothesis that childhood leukaemia rates are higher by the coast than inland, because of radiation from Sellafield blown in on sea spray.  “An aggregated set of statistics for the area will tell us nothing except that they are about in line with national statistics. I think we know that already.”

NEW FIRE AT SIZEWELL
As reported in Wikipedia, on 2nd July, at just before 9pm, a fire broke out on the second floor of the building housing the charcoal absorber, used to filter out gases, at Sizewell B.  Numerous emergency services were called to the scene and the fire was only bought under control at 3.30am the following day when the charcoal absorber was flooded.

Perhaps fortunately the reactor was out of action at the time, and indeed had been since 17th March because of high moisture levels in the containment building [“a massive steel-lined pre-stressed concrete structure provides containment for the whole of the reactor coolant system” as described by the Health & Safety Executive] due to a pressuriser electrical heater fault.

British Energy had previosly announced that the reactor would return to service in the July-September period.  A spokesperson was reported as commenting that the fire would not delay the return to service.
NUCLEAR TRAINS UPDATE
Settling some confusion about the route of nuclear trains through South London, nuclear trains were spotted on the Orpington to Bromley South line in June and July.  Meanwhile, 11 nuclear trains have been spotted in 7 weekson the line through the Olympic site since the line, the North London Line, was re-opened at the beginning of June.  This compares with 15 trains in the 24 weeks before the closure in January.
NUCLEAR TRAINS
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NEXT GENERAL PLANNING MEETING
Monday August 2nd, 7pm at the CND office; address above.
TO DIE IN STRATFORD!
On Saturday July 20th, about 70 people took part in a rally, march and die-in around the Olympic Site.  The aim was to bring home to the people of East London that the nuclear waste trains that run through the site offer a tempting terrorist target while in the vicinity of the Site and call for no more such trains to travel near the Olympic site until the Games are safely over.  

The demo was organised by the Nuclear Trains Action Group with help and support from London Region CND and CND.  The rally was held in Victoria Park, Tower Hamlets and was chaired by CND Chair Kate Hudson.  Speakers included Jean Lambert, Green MEP for London, Dan Viesnik of the Stop Nuclear Power Network and Mell Harrison of Theatre of War.

With the sun beating down,, the march then started, first crossing a footbridge over the A102(M) to Hackney Wick station, then going along the River Lea Navigation towpath, and the so-called “Greenway” (a massive grassed-over sewer) and through back-streets to Stratford Station where Theatre of War in death masks led a die-in under the Stratford Station sign and then traced round our bodies and wrote messages on the ground with chalk.  The die-in was timed to last 5 minutes, but most participants went on lying on the ground long after.   (This may have had something to do with the fact that the site of the die-in was in shade and everybody was exhausted after the extremely hot and sunny walk.)

